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Will ‘Luck of the Irish’ Help This O’Malley?

A

tiny, fuzzy, white kitten whose life had barely begun
was handed over to Chimacum Valley Vet with the
request to put him down. He had been crunched in a chair,
and the owners couldn’t afford to fix him.
The vet staff evaluated the kitten, all the while
keeping another option in mind. He was critical on arrival,
and they noted he was listless and pale – not surprising,
given that he was covered with fleas and suffered from
flea anemia. He likely also was in shock from his crunched
leg. He weighed in at 1.5 pounds, which is a good weight
for a 5-week-old.
But how to proceed from there? One gentle-hearted
vet staff member asked the owners if they would sign the
kitten over to her. They agreed. She was then able to give
the kitten, whom she named O’Malley, pain medication
and had X-rays taken. Little O’Malley was going to need a
lot more care than that,
See O’MALLEY Page 2
so he was passed along

I

t always amazes me what a wonderful group of
volunteers we have. Everyone had to work extra hard
due to a major seizure of animals from a local puppy
mill. We ended
up with our
largest number
of dogs ever, a
total of 15 at one
Sara Penhallegon
time, plus many
more goats and
chickens. Our troops pulled together and took
awesome care of all the newcomers!
Our wildlife area has expanded too, with about
130 animals coming through so far this year.
We had to tighten up our budget and do fewer projects
than we had planned to make sure we could feed and
provide medical care for all our new residents. But we did

Letter from
the Director

TIMMY
COMFORTS
O’MALLEY

have a few generous donors who gave for specific projects
such as medical equipment and a storage area. We now
have dry space for items such as
fundraising materials, cages and more.
With the added equipment, we now
have our medical area up and
running! Our first low-cost spay and
neuter day was a huge success, and we
plan to do one per month now. It’s
great to be able to provide such an
important service to the community.
Our wonderful crew even allowed
Robert and I to take a vacation at the end
of baby-animal season. We had a blast! Thanks, everyone!
We have so much more to accomplish and would not
be able to rescue all these deserving animals without your
continued support. Thank you all!
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Board of Directors
Director: Sara Penhallegon, LVT
Treasurer: Connie Graham
Secretary: Cheryl Halverson
Administration: Pat Todd
Board Members: Jean Holtz; Joanne Mackey;
Mary Olson; Jan Richards, DVM; Heidi Ruegg
CVAR Staff: Mac McCulloch (Open Hours),
Anji Scalf (Volunteer Coordinator)
Newsletter Committee: Dave Cunningham, Sara
Penhallegon, Pat Todd
Special thanks to our veterinarians at
Chimacum Valley Veterinary Hospital
and Dr. Robert Nathan and Dr. Jan Richards
Center Valley Animal Rescue
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

Mission Statement
Center Valley Animal Rescue is committed
to providing safe harbor and rehabilitation
for unwanted, injured or abandoned
domesticated and wild animals, thereby
decreasing the number of unnecessary
euthanasias performed. We believe all
creatures have inherent value, a right to
life, and are entitled to have their basic
needs met in a kind and caring manner.
Center Valley Animal Rescue is dedicated
to finding loving homes for all adoptable
animals in our care. We offer permanent
sanctuary to the domestic animals that
cannot be adopted and the rehabilitation
and release of wild animals.

Ready to Volunteer?
Here’s just a partial list of how you can help:
cat room care / outdoor farm animal area
care / small animal room care / dog room and
yard care / dog walking / gardening / maintenance tasks / newsletter distribution / Fundraisers and Events Committee. Contact volunteer coordinator Anji Scalf : phone 360316-1549 or email:
volunteer@centervalleyanimalrescue.org

O’MALLEY

O’MALLEY: A Lot
of Living to Do
… Continued from Page 1
to someone who could do more – Sara
Penhallegon at CVAR.
Once the kitten was at CVAR, Sara
sedated him so she could splint and stabilize
his broken leg. X-rays showed this was an
irreparable fracture. The soft kitten bones
wouldn’t line up. The vet had determined the
leg would have to be amputated, but O’Malley
was too small and fragile for surgery. In the
back of her mind, Sara held onto slight hope
that the bones would mend and, by some
miracle, the leg could be saved.
Little O’Malley, now sporting a bright blue
bandage around his splinted leg, has found
new friends and endless play at Sara’s house.
Despite his splint, he gets into kittensized trouble and provides endless
entertainment along with Sara’s other two
handicapped cats, Timmy and Stumpy. This
cute little fluffy white kitten has lots of good
living yet to do.

CVAR Donor’s Message to You
“Amazing place, and the work they do is
incredible! I’ll definitely support! Hope
everyone else does, also.”
– Jane Scheef

Grace Wentzel was in 6th
grade at Blue Heron Middle
School when a visiting poet
asked students to write about
someone you love. Grace
chose to write to her sweet
cat Luna, who died just a few
months before:
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A Life and Death Situation
By Sara Penhallegon

The mama, Joyce, had a leg injury that was worse
than I thought. The bullet had shattered her front leg
hots rang out over a quiet neighborhood in Joyce
around her ankle. I splinted her leg to stabilize the
early on the Fourth of July. My plans for a holiday
fracture and stop further damage. Since it was a holiday,
family gathering were about to be shattered.
we would have to wait until the next day to have a vet
At midday, my phone rang. Tracy, an officer with
come out.
Clallam County Animal Control,
Elwha, we learned, would be
was calling with a plea for help.
fine. His wounds were flushed
Last winter, we had been in
and cleaned again. He stayed
Joyce with Tracy to rescue a
close to his mom, humming as
herd of llamas. We had been able
crias do when they are scared and
to get all but three. Even after
unsure. Joyce nuzzled him from
several return trips, those three
time to time to reassure him, but
eluded us. Now, Tracy told me,
her outcome did not look good.
she needed us to come out. The
Her leg was irreparable, and
llamas needed help. Besides
amputation was not a humane
having no proper care since last
option. We had to put her down.
winter, there were now injuries.
To help him understand she
A baby llama (cria) who was
would not be with him anymore,
only 4 months old had blood on
ELWHA
Elwha was led to his mother’s
him but no obvious injury. The
lifeless body. Humming more
mama llama had a broken leg,
franticly, he pawed Joyce’s body
and another llama appeared unharmed. He stood guard
with his front hooves and then nuzzled her while
as the injured mama and cria huddled together.
humming louder. It broke our hearts, but we stayed with
Tracy and the neighbors were able to get a rope
him until he finally looked up as if to say he understood
corral around mama and baby before I got there. Once I
that mom wasn’t coming back.
arrived with the trailer, they used boards to funnel them
Elwha continued to whine and hum in his stall for
toward me. I had already consulted with Dr. Jan about
days, but he was a very good patient for his twice daily
the best “cocktails” to use to relieve pain and sedate the
treatments. Happiness gradually replaced his sorrow. On
mama and her baby. I slowly pushed each to a corner and
my visits, he would nuzzle my face as if he were giving
gave them an injection. Once they were sleepy and painme kisses and was soon greeting other volunteers the
free, we loaded Mom and baby in to the trailer. But
same way.
suddenly mama let out a blood-curdling scream, warning
We introduced him to Elroy, his half-brother, who
the remaining llama to run. And run he did; we were
was a few weeks older but half his size. They hit it off
unable to catch him.
and began jumping and kicking up their heels as they ran
Once back at CVAR, I examined the llamas. The blood
around the pasture together.
on the back end of the baby, who we were now calling
It was great to see these two once-critical orphans
Elwha, was his own; he had a bullet hole in each upper
bring joy to each other’s lives. They may have had a
thigh. I clipped and cleaned his wounds and gave him an
rough start, but they are back together and loving life
injection of antibiotics.
again!

S
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Want to take one of us home? Phone CVAR at (360) 765-0598
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She Loves These Boys

W

hen Kristin tells friends she recently
adopted two dogs, they often ask,
“What kind?” As soon as she says, “A
Chihuahua and a pug,” most exclaim, “Oh, you
have Min and Baxter!”
They have been delightful, surprising,
MIN AND BAXTER
cuddly,
smart (Min) and goofy (Baxter), and the
TAKE MAHINA ON
family knows there’s so much yet to
A BEACH WALK
experience with them. The more time goes by,
the more Kristin sees them light up with joy.
Early on, the family discovered that Min does
not like to be on hardwood or linoleum floors
and was afraid of the wonderful water bowl
with yellow design. Rug squares were put
down so Min would have little “islands” on
which he could walk, and the water bowl was
traded out for a conservative, plain green bowl
with a carpet square by it. Min is happier.
Of course, they love their walks. Min knows
just what to do to get his harness and leash on. After getting him ready and the leash on, Kristin gets Baxter off the
couch to get him ready. If she takes too long, Min will grab Baxter’s leash in his mouth and take it to Kristin, and if
Baxter is taking too long, Min will tug Baxter’s leash to him get moving.
Kristin has seen a nurturing intuition beginning to blossom in Min. He curled up with Mahina, Kristin’s daughter,
when she was ill. Min seemed to feel a need to comfort one of Kristin’s
clients and sat on the arm of her chair.
Baxter, on the other hand, has a knack for the lighter things in life. He is
the perfect model when they dress him up in costumes, and he loves to play
fetch with his soft chew toys.
Min and Baxter are snuggling right into their new life with their wonderful family. “They are soooooo adorable!”
Kristin said. “We just love these boys!”

ADOPTION TALES

DOROTHY, A DUMBO RAT, is enjoying her spacious, two-level corner cage out in the
living room, where she can be close to adopted “parents” Lori and Mathew. It’s a
wonderful rat retreat, outfitted with wood planks, a tissue box “mobile home,” a
small plastic crate to crawl in and out of, and a long table that she can hide under or
sit on while eating. Dorothy spends a lot of time moving her furniture around and restyling her tissue box.
Lori, who has had pet rats since she was 7, loves to educate people about their
friendliness and intelligence. She has even taken her rat to work as part of her
education crusade. Mathew, who has not had small animal pets before, says he is
amazed at how smart Dorothy is.
Dorothy the dumbo rat has become an ambassador for educating people about
how surprisingly delightful pet rats can be.

DOROTHY

6

Gift Horse or Not, Look in the Mouth
Did you know horses’ teeth grow continuously throughout their entire lives? As they
chew, they tend to constantly grind sharp points along their tooth edges. These
points can cause pain while eating, leading to severe weight loss, poor thrift (failure
to grow as expected), constant stress and even colic!
Horses of all ages should have their teeth examined to see if they can benefit
from equine dentistry. Even yearlings and younger horses can have poor dental conformation, such as overbite, and can benefit from dental techniques that will prevent
costly health problems as they age.
Horses starting into training can suffer from sharp points or wolf teeth that may
interfere with their bit or where pressure is applied from the bridle.
Older horses may have worn or absent teeth, causing the opposing teeth to become elongated and interfere with eating. It is not uncommon that some older horses
may need to have teeth pulled if they are loose, injured or abscessed.
Make sure your horse stays happy. Have your horse’s teeth checked at least once The Doctor is
a year during its annual checkup. Happy trails!
Dr. Jan Richards, DVM

In

By Jean-Marie Tarascio
Tuesday has been my favorite day of the week since I became a
CVAR volunteer over a year ago.
I must admit I was a bit concerned in the beginning that being
around unwanted, neglected or injured animals would be just too sad
a place to spend much time. I quickly discovered CVAR to be a place
of healing, respect, compassion, hope and laughter.
I knew this was a special place when I was greeted on my first day
with a welcoming “HELLO!” from a beautiful blue and yellow macaw
named Peanut Butter – a parrot, I soon learned, who was fond of
country western music, dancing and being sung to. He especially
likes it when you mention his name in a song!
Most of my time is spent indoors cleaning, observing, grooming
and playing in our cat rooms, where there is never a dull moment.
What I enjoy most is getting to know each cat’s personality, behaviors and needs. Every cat, like all our residents, bring its own story to
the ranch. I feel my role as a volunteer is to listen, support, comfort and learn. And we are always learning, thanks to
Sara Penhallegon and her network of professionals who share their expertise.
While it is almost impossible not to become attached to the animals we serve, we are always delighted when a
perfect, loving home is found for one of our friends. I find it a privilege and inspiration to be part of an organization
dedicated to the care and well-being of our fellow creatures-in-need.
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Injured Deer Gets New Job at CVAR
By Sara Penhallegon

W

ildlife releases are not a simple dump-and-go
process. They require finding a location with
ample sources of water and food and a natural habitat
for the species being released. But despite careful
planning, there can be glitches.
Last fall, we were given permission to release five
6-month-old fawns at Fort Flagler State Park. To make
the drive to the park less traumatic, the fawns were
sedated, wrapped in blankets and gently placed in a
horse trailer. Once there, the fawns were given injections to reverse the sedation. One by one, they slowly
woke up and took off across the field to the woods.
That should have been their happily-ever-after ... but
for one, it was not.
The following morning, a paraglider preparing to
take off from one of
the cliffs at the fort
spotted a deer 100
feet below.
It seemed to be just lying on the beach as the incoming tide crept closer. Dr. Jan Richards, DVM, and
her partner Eldon were first on the scene. They scrambled down the cliff to where the fawn was lying. The
waves were just starting to reach it. It was clear the
fawn was injured, but he got to his feet.
How could we get it to follow Dr. Jan? During the
rehab process, I use a special call with fawns at feeding time. They quickly learn to come to the call. Dr. Jan
phoned me, put her mobile phone on speaker mode,
and I tried the call. It worked! The fawn, beat up and
injured, heard my voice and followed Dr. Jan and Eldon
down the beach.
I finally caught up with them, and we continued
back to my car where the fawn, whom I was now calling Leroy, was sedated and rushed to the vet.
Besides bruising and small cuts, X-rays revealed a
badly dislocated hip. This could only be repaired with
surgery. It was a miracle that he survived the 100-foot
fall without more severe injuries. He needed a few

Wildlife

LEROY (LEFT) HELPS A NEW PUPIL

weeks of recovery before he would be ready for surgery. Dr. Carry Hills, DVM, performed the successful
surgery.
While still anesthetized, the fawn was brought
back to CVAR, where he made a wonderful recovery.
However, it was decided he was no longer a good
candidate for release. We had no idea how well the
surgery would work long-term, and he had lost some
mobility.
Luckily for him, I had a job opening: a surrogate to
help raise fawns every year. He was put right to work
this year with six fawns. The presence of an adult to
help the new fawns learn proper deer socialization is
priceless.
I know he will miss them when they are gone, but
he will get a new set to teach next spring. Maybe he
can even warn them about the dangers of cliff jumping.

Critter Count

Calendar
Dec 3: CVAR Holiday Open House.
Dec 10-11: CVAR at Chimacum Arts &
Crafts Fair.

May 27-28: CVAR at the Brinnon
Shrimp Fest.
July 8: Summer Celebration at CVAR.

Wildlife in Rehab

These are the numbers of wildlife
species brought in for rehabilitation, at press time:
Bat
6
Bobcats
1
Chipmunks
11
Cottontail Rabbits 10
Cougar cubs
2
Coyote
7
Deer
14

Mice
Moles
Otters
Opossums
Raccoons
Squirrels
Voles

4
2
3
25
36
4
6

CVAR had the following numbers
of animals available for adoption
at press time:
Birds - small
5 Iguanas
Birds - large
2 Llamas
Cats
36 Mini horses
Chickens
22 Mouse
Degus (rodents) 6 Pigs
Dogs
5 Pony
Donkeys
2 Quail
Emu
1 Rabbits
Geckoes
3 Sheep
Goats
14 Tortoises
Guinea Pigs
2 Turtles
Horses
9

4
7
2
1
3
1
8
40
3
2
3

THANK YOU
These donors contributed $100 or
more toward a new roof for the main
building:
Cheryl Cashman & Dave Cunningham /
Jeff Chapman / Ken Hanson & Pat
Todd / Cassandra & Irving Martinez /
Brighid & Shawn McCarthy / Michael
Myers / Mary & Harvey Olson
Donations can still be made at
www.gofundme.com/

When Can You Visit Us?
Between Dec. 1 and March 31, CVAR will be open to the public for
tours and adoptions Saturdays and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The ranch is closed Dec. 24-25, Jan. 1 and April 16 (Easter).

