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2024 has already proven to be our busiest year yet!  With 
334 domestic and 136 wild animals taken in as of June 
1, it has been a bit crazy here!  Two hundred sixty of the 
domestic animals came from law enforcement 
cruelty/neglect cases.  
     Although our focus area is the Peninsula and Western 
Washington, when we have availability, we have also 
been helping other counties in Washington.  With 
  

 
a great network of other 
rescues and shelters we were able to arrange placement 
for many more animals without having to bring them to 
CVAR. We are able to make all this happen thanks to our 
dedicated team of volunteers and staff.   
     Our wildlife program has also been busy, with their 
numbers on the Peninsula continuing to grow. our 
intakes for opossums have skyrocketed.  We continue to 
expand our facilities for our wild patients. Our new 100’ 
flight/enclosure is nearing completion, and we are 
breaking ground on a small to medium mammal area 
which will be 4 enclosures in one. 
     As demand for our services expands so must our 
facilities.  We are finally breaking ground on our new 
6,400 sq/ft isolation and wildlife building.  The septic 
permit is in, and it should be installed this summer and 
then building construction will start.  We are so excited!  
A big thank you to all of you who support the lifesaving 
work we are doing by volunteering and donating.  We 
could not do all of this without you.  

Millie is an example of why we try so hard to spay and 
neuter as many animals as possible. Millie was an 
emergency case referred to us by a local veterinarian 
when the owners didn’t have means to provide the C-
section she urgently needed.  She had a kitten wedged 
in her birth canal, and we believe she had been having 
contractions with no success for over 24 hours. She 
was miserable! 
     When she arrived at CVAR we jumped into action, 
getting her stabilized and starting pain medication 
while we waited for our surgeon. Dr Robert Nathan 
promptly arrived and whisked her into surgery. A 
deceased kitten was wedged in her pelvis. There was 
no way it would have come out without our 
intervention.  Another kitten was also dead, but two 
were alive, just barely!  Our intern Robin and I rushed 
into action to revive the two tiny kittens by placing 
them on oxygen, drying them, stimulating them and 
placing them in a warm incubator.   
When they were slow to respond, 

 

Millie recovers with her 
surviving kittens  

See Page 7 
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I t is not every day that a local state worker is called to a jobsite to pick up a dead raccoon, only to find it’s alive. But 
that is exactly what happened in April.  When he arrived to pick up a dead raccoon that had been hit by a car, he was 

surprised to find it still breathing. He said he couldn’t just kick it off the road or kill it, so he called us.  

I went out to assess the raccoon. It was about a year old and was huddled up on the shoulder of the road, not moving.  I 
quickly scooped her up with a net and put her into a carrier.  She was not feisty, which is not a good sign for a raccoon.  I 
got her back to our facility and started to stabilize her with heat, oxygen, fluids and pain medication. Then X-rays were 
taken, which determined both front legs were broken. After consulting with our veterinary team, her legs were stabilized 
with splints. It was a unique raccoon interaction for me because she let me splint her legs without sedation, just pain 

“D

 medication, and later that night she accepted hand-feeding. This is very 
abnormal for a raccoon, since they typically do not allow any handling and 
have a very spicy personality! This odd behavior continued for a few days, 
which made it easy for me to treat her and clean her cage.  While her 
behavior was strange, I didn't mind it, since she would need cage rest for 
many weeks, and easy is nice once in a while.  

After a few days she started eating on her own and began giving me dirty 
looks when I was cleaning her cage.  I could tell she was feeling better.  
She was still the best raccoon patient I have ever had. I quickly found that 
while the two of us had an understanding, she didn’t have that with anyone 
else.  I could care for her easily if no one was around, but if someone else 
was in the room she would not hesitate to be a raccoon and lash out at 
me. These are such smart animals!  After a few weeks I was able to sedate 
her for X-rays and was delighted to see she was healing! One splint was 
able to be removed, but the other leg still needed 
several weeks of immobilization. She seems happy to 

 

Racoon in a splint 
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Mission Statement 

Center Valley Animal Rescue is committed to 
providing safe harbor and rehabilitation for 
unwanted, injured or abandoned domesticated and 
wild animals, thereby decreasing the number of 
unnecessary euthanasias performed. We believe all 
creatures have inherent value, a right to life, and are 
entitled to have their basic needs met in a kind and 
caring manner. Center Valley Animal Rescue is 
dedicated to finding loving homes for all adoptable 
animals in our care.  We offer permanent sanctuary 
to the domestic animals that cannot be adopted and 
the rehabilitation and release of wild animals. 

See Page 3 
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D ozens of regular volun-
teers are critical to day

-to-day operations at CVAR. 
They all have a niche, some-
times several, where they 
dedicate their time and energy. 
Sometimes you can literally set 
your clock by our volunteers. 
We have cat people, dog peo-
ple, horse people, iguana peo-
ple, every variation of 
animal person coming through 
our doors every week.   
     One of those familiar faces 

is Joel. He worked as a nurse for 40 years in Seattle before retiring to the Chimacum area. After a career of 
taking care of others, Joel knew he was not done. He wanted to help animals in need.   
     He started volunteering with CVAR’s cats last October. He enjoys taking time to get to know each animal, 
including those needing a little extra support coming out of their shell. When Joel walks into one of our cat 
rooms, he is immediately swarmed by cats craving this attention. He patiently pets them, holds them on his 
lap and takes notice of anything new. He’s been able to get close to and touch cats some staff have barely 
seen. It takes patience and compassion to build trusting relationships with rescue animals, qualities Joel 
has in abundance.   
     Outside CVAR, Joel has been practicing Tai Chi for over 40 years. It is an ancient Chinese martial art  
focused on balance, coordination, and studying how gravity affects us. Some describe it as moving 
meditation. He also plays piano and enjoys gardening. Joel says that wherever he goes and whatever he 
does, he notices and connects with the animals around him, whether it be the smallest frog, the local deer, 
or his own two black cats.  While the animals get tremendous benefits from interactions with volunteers, 
Joel says it is reciprocal. He gets a lot back in terms of the connections he makes with the animals.   
For anyone wondering whether they should volunteer with animals, Joel says without hesitation — do it!  
                                                                                                                                                                

 — Hillary Sanders 

 

have one of her front legs and a hand free and is thoroughly entertained by the 30 baby raccoons receiving care in 
her room. She still has a few more weeks of cage rest and leg splint, but she is doing great, and a full recovery is 
expected.  It will be a happy day when she is released back to the wild.  I just hope she can stay away from traffic! 

               — Sara Penhallegon 

... From Page 2
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An Emuzing Adoption Tale 
 

F rom an emaciated highway hopper to a pampered pasture princess, Elliot 
the Emu’s life has taken quite the 180-degree shift since her rescue earlier 

this year. In January, CVAR received an unprecedented call from animal control 
in Kitsap County:  a rogue emu was spotted scampering the freeway … at three 
a.m.  
     A docile emu from the get-go, Elliot cooperated with the officer — happily 
taking shotgun in the passenger seat of the responder’s SUV.  
     Elliot spent time in CVAR’s medical facilities recovering from the highway stint. It was weeks after intake that our 
staff made an amusing discovery. All bird fanatics know many species are incredibly hard to determine their gender. At 
intake, Elliot was thought to be male. Imagine our surprise when Elliot turned out to be a lady emu!  
     The sweet emu’s adoption listing tickled the fancy of one Sequim couple, and when Doug and Jeff came to meet Elliot 
in February, they fell in love with her. 
     “Sometimes we call her Missy Elliott,” Jeff said in a heartwarming update about their new life together. 
     The word is that Elliot has settled in well to her new home. (Who wouldn’t want to live at an Eden-like bed-and-
breakfast in the Olympic Mountains?) Jeff calls her a “tender, sweet, snuggler who loves to have her head scratched.”  
She spends her days trailing her humans but has also committed to herd life with the other animals. Slowly, Jeff said, 
the sheep have welcomed Elliot into their “friendship circle.”               — Abby Patrick-Dooling                                                                                                                              

 ADOPTION TAILS MISSY ELLIOT ,THE “SHEMU” 

This year, we did something we had hoped we would never have to do ... we 
broke our previous record for the largest animal law enforcement case 
intake. In 2022, we took in well over 200 animals. This year, we removed a 
total of 254 animals in one day – all from the same offender and site. 
     We needed a large crew to help these animals. In addition to CVAR's staff 
and volunteers with trucks and trailers, we had the Clallam County Sheriff’s 
department and Animal Control, Jefferson County Animal Control, and volun-

teers from WAG and the Olympic Peninsula Humane Society. This well-oiled machine of volunteers and law enforcement 
worked tirelessly until all animals were captured, labeled, photographed and loaded into crates and trailers. 
     Back at CVAR, another crew of volunteers, including two of our dedicated veterinarians, Dr. Joel Cuthbert and Dr. 
Robert Nathan, performed exams on each animal. 
     Around 6:30 p.m. Sara made it back to CVAR with the last and biggest load of animals. Dr Joel and a smaller group of 
volunteers continued to check in the last birds until 2 a.m., with the last emergency treatments ending at 4 a.m. It was a 
long day, but we made sure all the animals were examined and given basic care.  
     Treatment plans were developed for each animal needing hospitalization and intensive care for weeks, and some for 
months. Every animal received the care it needed, and although we were unable to save them all, we saved most, and 
many are in loving homes now! 
     We still have many chickens (roosters and hens), ducks, geese, turkeys, peahens, a pig and two German Shepard dogs 
needing to find their forever homes. Charges have now been filed in this case by the State Attorney General’s 
Office. Many case details cannot be disclosed, since it is a felony case still pending investigation. 

Animal Law Enforcement Intake Breaks CVAR Record 

HUGE ANIMAL INTAKE 
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Three Senior Sheep Find Their Forever Home  
… And Enjoy ‘Girls’ Nights Out’ with the Goats 

 

We’ve all heard of the “rule of three” — how there is something a bit magical about a trio. This past April, we 
put this theory to the test when three sheep went home together to their happily-ever-after.  
     Fourteen years ago, we received Clover as a bottle baby, and she was hand-raised by Sara. She grew up 
to be a sweet, affectionate sheep, later adopted by a family of volunteers.  
     Daisy and Daffodil came to CVAR in 2017 as part of a large cruelty case from right down the road. They 
arrived with a lot of other emaciated sheep. Daisy and Daffodil and the others were all survivors. While their 
physical state improved dramatically, the pair was still wary of humans, shy and quite geriatric. Ultimately, 
the couple settled into long-term care at CVAR.  
     Clover lived with her adopters well into her old age but was ultimately surrendered back to CVAR when 
the family relocated to the city. Back at CVAR, Clover reacclimated well but pined for buddies of her own 
kind. When Sara moved her in with Daisy and Daffodil, the lovely old lady’s wish came true: she found her 
sheeple.  
      Sheep are one of the harder animals for us to get adopted, so we were very happy when Johanna didn't 
have the heart to separate the three ladies. The three best friends were adopted together this spring. The 
trio has settled in nicely to their new home. Clover now goes by Dandelion, and the three "D"s have been 
living it up as sheep-nior citizens in the main pasture of their new abode. They even go on girls’ nights out 
for “supervised evening grazing time on the lawn with the goats.” 
                                                                                                                                                 — Abby Patrick-Dooling  

CLOVER, DAISY AND DAFFODIL  

ARE ENJOYING THE GOOD LIFE 
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  Ember the Wonder Dog Saves the Day 

 

 

    

If you don’t remember hearing about last fall's Hoh and Neah Bay 
Reservation spay/neuter clinics, they were quite a success.  We were 
able to pack up our hospital with the help of WAG and incredible 
volunteers and take it on the road. We spent one day in each location 
and spayed or neutered close to 150 animals. What follows is a true 
story of how my young dog Ember, a CVAR parvo survivor, helped 
rescue two puppies.  
     WAG volunteers arrived at the event early and did a great job of 
trapping the animals, which included a small pack of feral dogs living 
in the Hoh Rainforest. One of the captured dogs was a female full of 
milk. There were reports she had been pregnant about 4-5 weeks prior 
to our arrival so it was assumed she had pups somewhere out in the 
rain forest, and they had now been without mom for two 
days. Volunteers searched the forest with no luck. We didn’t want to 
let her go before being spayed, but we also didn’t want puppies to 
perish without their mom.  WAG volunteers and I tried tracking the puppies, but this beautiful forest proved to be a 
challenge with dog trails all over and old den sites scattered throughout.  We went back to our clinic location and 
finished setting up. I then had one last idea on how we might find the pups. My dog, Ember, was with me, and she is 
very in-tune with anything I want. I told her we had a mission: “Find the puppies!”   
     It was dark and pouring rain, with the wind just starting to pick up. Mel (from WAG), Ember and I took off down a 
steep embankment along a dog path. We came across a dead deer that showed signs of being eaten by the dogs. 
Ember sniffed and kept on going down a trail to a log that crossed over the river. We all carefully crossed the 
soaked log to the other side of the river and Ember, on a mission, took us down the riverbank. She then darted into 
the brush, weaving back and forth, with Mel and I following at times on hands and knees.  
     We soon popped out of the brush to find a huge den area under a tree. From what we could see with the 
flashlight, it looked like there had been recent activity, but no puppies. Ember continued through more bushes and 
stopped, sniffing something under a fern leaf. Success! She found two little puppies. We scooped up the soggy 
pups, and Mel put them in a duffle bag. I followed Ember on a grid search of the area, circling back to Mel and the 
pups. As if to say, “that was it,” Ember took off back the way we came. It was  a good thing she knew where to go, 

since Mel and I were soaked and not so sure. She took us back to the 
log over the river and up the embankment to the car and light waiting 
for us at the road.  
     Back in the clinic area, the pups received exams. They were cold 
and dehydrated, but otherwise OK. We gave them treatments, warmed 
them up and got them back with mom, who was happy to see them. 
     Ember was exhausted and passed out for a nap on a sleeping bag. 
WAG took these two pups in and named them Blaze and Coal, to match 
the theme of Ember, their savior. Coal has now been adopted, but 
Blaze is still looking for a forever home. Ember and I are inseparable. 
Ember works hard to stay one step ahead and always knows just what 
to do.  Sometimes it takes our faithful companions to complete the 

rescue and give us the help we all need. Whether it’s physical or 
emotional support, they are always there for us!   — Sara Penhallegon 

EMBER 

MEL 

SARA 

RESCUED  PUPPY 
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we gave them emergency rescue drugs and continued to 
stimulate them to come around. After what seemed like an 
eternity, the little black and white one started moving! 
      It took a while longer for the tabby, but eventually we 
were happy to see breaths and then feel some movement. 

They were both alive!  Mom was doing well, the surgery was 
soon over, and she was in recovery with a warm bed and 
lots of love. 
      When she was awake enough, I gave her the kittens.  
She was happy to see them and immediately began 
grooming to get all our human germs off. 
      Finally, with a little help from us, they were suckling on 
mom. In no time, all three were flourishing, loving all our 
attention. Millie and her kittens, Max and Merle, are now 
ready for a home of their own. 

Who Knew Cats Could Get C-Sections? ... From Page 1  

SURVIVING KITTENS MAX AMD MILO 

We never know what type of wildlife will come our way in any given year. Earlier 
this year, Fish and Wildlife and local Animal Control in the  Aberdeen area 
teamed up over multiple days to rescue an injured beaver lying near a road. 

     The first day, the beaver would let officers walk all the way up to her, but if touched, she took off quickly into a  
culvert, evading their nets.  The calls started coming again the next day when the beaver was back, lying near the road, 
and they were finally able to capture the feisty beaver on their second attempt late in the afternoon.  
     The beaver was transferred temporarily to our friends at Twin Harbors Wildlife. They met up with one of our  
volunteers, who transported the beaver back to CVAR for care. When she arrived, I could see a large old wound on her 
hind leg, and she smelled like she had an infection, but she was bright, 
alert, and the spiciest beaver I have met. 
     She was sedated so our veterinary team could better assess her con-
dition and wounds. We found that she was in much worse condition than 
any of us thought. She was very skinny and had many infected wounds 
that were full of maggots. We extensively flushed her wounds and  
treated her infections, shaving the areas around all of them. She recov-
ered well from her sedation and, although she was not a very good pa-
tient for cage rest, we made it work!  We expect her to fully recover and 
be released after her fur grows back and the wounds heal.   

‘SPICY’ BEAVER  

LEAVE IT TO BEAVER 

DR. ROBERT NATHAN SAVES LIVES 



 

Ready to Volunteer? 
There’s a space and schedule to fit any volunteer’s willingness and availability. 

Contact us by email: 
volunteer@centervalleyanimalrescue.org  

Critter Count 
 Rabbits               9 
 Sheep               13
 Llama                  1 
 Pigs                     4 
 Goats                  9 
 Emu                    1 
 Cattle                10   
Ducks                 79 
Chickens           72 
Turkeys                6 
Peafowls             4 
Donkey                1 
Ponies                  2 
Horses                 9   
Cats                    51 
Dogs                  19 
Small Birds       10 
Iguanas                3 
Turtle                   3 
Snakes                 3 
Beard Dragon     1 
Gecko                  2 

Wildlife 
Count 

(animals that 
are not 

adoptable) 
 
Coyote                 1 
Raccoons          51 
Squirrels              6 
Rabbits/hares  10 
Deer                  24 
Muskrat              1 
Mouse                1 
Va. Opossums 29 
Snake                 1 
Chipmunk         1 
Eagle                  1 
Bats                    1 
Beavers             3 
Birds                  6 

Center Valley 
Animal Rescue 

 

Calendar 
 

 
July 13:  Summer Open House,  
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 
July 26-27: Annual Garage Sale at 
CVAR 
 
Sept. 7:  Port Townsend Farmers 
market, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

 

Visit Us This 
Spring and Summer! 

 
Center Valley Animal 
Rescue is open to the 
public for tours and 

adoptions every Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

through Nov. 31. 


